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TOP TURKISH MOVIES TO WATCH  
ON LONG WINTER EVENINGS

Kış Uykusu (Winter 
Sleep), 2014 
Nuri Bilge Ceylan 
One of the most highly acclaimed 
recent Turkish films, and the 
recipient of the Palme d’Or at the 
2014 Cannes Film Festival. Set in 
Cappadocia and loosely based on 
an Anton Chekhov story, Winter 
Sleep tells the story of a wealthy 
former actor, whose seemingly 
idyllic life running a mountaintop 
hotel in this peaceful winter 
landscape really harbors the latent 
animosity of not only his tenants, 
but his own family. Absorbing, 
poignant, not to be missed.

Hababam Sınıfı (The 
Chaos Class), 1975 
Ertem Eğilmez 
Sometimes a serious movie won’t 
do. For evenings when you just 
want to laugh at the antics of 
high school boys (played by full-
grown adults) as they rule the 
school, you have Hababam Sınıfı. 
The film was a turning point for 
beloved Turkish actor Kemal 
Sunal and his much-revisited 
character, İnek Şaban. Based on 

the novels by Rıfat Ilgaz, this 
classic still holds a place in 
viewers’ hearts after all this time.

Issız Adam (Alone), 2008 
Çağan Irmak 
The complexity of this film starts 
with the double entendre of its 
title – “Abandoned Man” or “My 
Lonely Ada” – and continues 
as Irmak tells the tale of a love 
story gone awry. Alper and Ada 
are two souls who find solace 
in each other and embark on a 
relationship neither one fully 
trusts. A touching commentary 
on the isolation of modern life.

Yol (The Road), 1982 
Yılmaz Güney 
Yol is an avant-garde film with 
a considerable story behind it. 
Güney was in jail when the film 
was in production, controlled 
shooting through co-director 
Şerif Gören, escaped, released 
the film in France, and won the 
Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film 
Festival the same year. Yol was 
banned in Turkey until 1999. 
Güney paints a bitter portrait 
of Turkey after the 1980 coup 
through the stories of five 
prisoners on home leave, who 
make their way back only to find 
their freedom threatened by an 
oppressive moral code.

Organize İşler (Magic 
Carpet Ride), 2005 
Yılmaz Erdoğan 
What do the womanizing leader 
of a petty crime gang, a suicidal 
comedian, and an educated 
but financially troubled family 
have in common? More than 
they think. A dark comedy that 

carries a heartfelt message. You’ll 
find yourself  easily liking the 
anti-heroes and laughing at the 
light side of misfit criminality.

Eşkıya (The Bandit), 1996 
Yavuz Turgul 
In the years when Turkish 
cinema was in decline, Turgul’s 
masterpiece Eşkıya created a new 
standard and new hope. A critical 
and commercial success, the film 
introduces us to Baran, a bandit 
who has served 35 years in jail 
in eastern Turkey. He is released 
only to find that his old life is all 
but gone, and must journey to 
Istanbul to reclaim his wife from 
the very man who sent him to jail. 
Turgul masterfully interweaves 
western action films with esoteric 
Eastern literary traditions, and 
the result is a moving narrative of 
hardship rich in allegory.

Kosmos (Cosmos), 2009 
Reha Erdem 
A small Turkish town in a winter 
landscape is unsettled by the 
arrival of a strange man with 
seemingly supernatural healing 
talents. When he saves a boy 
from drowning, the boy’s father 
Yahya takes the man gratefully 
into his home. But all is not 
as it seems: Erdem’s tale both 
entertains and pertrurbs. Kosmos, 
the protagonist, communicates 
mostly through unfathomable 
noises and says that he is looking 
for love – with an apparent desire 
to sleep with every woman in 
town, including Yahya’s teenage 
daughter. A resounding success, 
this strange film will keep you on 
the edge of your seat throughout 
the entire remarkable ordeal.


